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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5-10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, claims 5-1 0 not been 
further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
French Patent 2,475,520. See the IPER witch is adopted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either French Patent 2,475,520 or Great Britain Patent 1 ,448,844. See the IPER 
which is adopted: 
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Reference is made to the following document s : 



Dl: FR-A-2 4?S 520 (CIMBALI GIUSEPPE SPA. OFF } 14 August 
1981 (1981-08-14) 

02: SB-A-l 446 844 (DXNAK CORP) 8 September 1976 (1976- 
09-08) 



1. Sovelty 



discloses: a 
3 filter car 
. The filter 
region and f 



its upper end, -a connecting piece in the fonu 
coupling is disclosed, with which the filter c 
connect d t f h * d . ha; j line or the suet Ion 
pump (see Dl, frige re 1) . The subject matters o 
and 2 with regatd to a filter cartridge are th 
novel {PCX Article 33(2)). 



1.2 Independent claim A of the present application Is 
unclear (PC! Article 5) . It is defined in claim 3 that 
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formed within the tank/ whereas it is defined as a 
characterising part in claim S which is dependent on the 
said claim 3 that the dowspipe is formed outside the 
water tank, This contradiction leads to a lack of 
clarity, aa the dovntube cannot be attached inside end 
outside simultaneously . Incidentally, figure 6 would no 
longer fail under claim 3 in this case. It. is therefore 
assumed for the further examination that only the 
configuration, as a aownpipe per se is defined in claim 3 
and that claims 4 and 5 supply more detailed information 
with respect to the position of the downpipes . In this 
case, the subject matters of claims 3 and 5 arc not novel 
(PCT Article 33(2) 5 , as Dl discloses a downpipe which is 
situated on the side of: the water tank. Moreover, 
reference is to be mads to point 2*1. 



1,3 Dl discloses a filter cartridge, the outflow line 2 
of which is coupled releasably to the suction line 3 of 
the pimp (see 01, figures 1 and 2) . The subject matter of 
claim S is therefore also not novel <i?CT Article 33(25), 

2 . Inventive step 



2.1 The structural design of the downpipe i.s the 
responsibility of the expert. He will define the posi 
of the down tube as a function of the external conditi 
for example the overall shape of the surrounding nous 
height of the filter, removable sank etc. The fact th 
the ciovrnpxpe which is known as. such can extend latera 
out of the tank or downwards in the latter cannot 
therefore justify the presence of an inventive step. 
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pi l, s ii< iff I u embodiments do not achieve 

any additional, surprising effects. The subject matters 
of claim 4 or of Claires 3 and 5 (as long as claim 3 
defines a line yithJUi the tank) therefore do not satisfy 
the requirements of PCX Article 33(3). 

The same is true for the subject matter of claim 6 which, 
in the form of a dividing wall, defines an obvious 



2.2 Document D2 discloses a filter cartridge through 
which flow passes upwards in the water tank of a domestic 
appliance, the inlet of which is arranged in the base 
region of the tan* and the outlet of which, arranged at 
the upper end, opens into a connecting piece (see D2, 
figure 1) « In addition, D2 discloses connecting elements 
ami couplings which differ, hcwsver, from the present 
claim 1 in that they are not connected to the suction 
side of a pump but to its delivery line. Apart from the 
fact, that the arrangement of the pump is not a feature of 
the filter cartridge and could distinguish the latter, 
the construction .-according to the present claim 1 differs 
in that the water to be filtered is sucked through the 
filter, whereas it is pressed through the filter in D2 , 
Both processes are well-known alternatives which 
ultimately lead to water flawing upwards through the 
filter cartridge. An inner downtufoe in the filter 
cartridge is also avoided in this case, with the result 
that the problem on which the application is based is 
also solved by D2 , Witt regard to the disclosure of 02, 
the subject matter of claim I of the present invention 
therefore does not involve an inventive step (PCX Article 
33(2) ) . 
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